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from end to end; good roads branched off in every direction;
draught cattle and wheeled carriage for trading purposes were
abundant; the grain trade was extraordinarily active, and the
markets both in towns and villages were well supplied. There
was plenty of food in the country, but vast numbers of persons
had no means wherewith to buy it, because there was no
harvesting, nor any work in the fields, and consequently
no wages could be earned. Again, those who were able
to sustain themselves were yet pinched, and had no surplus
wherewith to support others; therefore the numerous class
dependent on alms or some form of subsidy were being left
unsupported, and must perish if not assisted extraneously.
The necessary employment and assistance were being afforded
on a large scale, quite adequate to the circumstances of the
moment, and the people were then in good physical condition.
Thus while it was absolutely necessary for Government to con-
tinue finding employment for the able-bodied and food for the
infirm, there was no need whatever for it to import grain as
was done in Behar and northern Bengal. Though' a small
supply had in the first instance been laid in by Government
as a reserve, it was decided that there should not be any more
importation by the State and that reliance must bo placed
on the grain trade, which was proving itself to be quite
worthy of confidence. On the whole the condition of affairs
in the Ceded districts was at that* time favourable and
satisfactory.

During the famine of Behar and northern Bengal, the remark-
able immunity from epidemic sickness has boon mentioned in
chapter XVII., as partly owing to the excellent and unfailing
water supply. In the Madras Presidency, on the contrary, this
supply was defective by reason of the drought, and when the
wells or tanks became very low the water itself was impure.
From this cause, and from the unknown conditions relating to
epidemic disease, cholera often broke out as an epidemic among
the large gangs of labourers and small-pox frequently appeared.
Often the gangs dispersed for a time, flying in abject terror from
the deadly pest, although for them to fly was to run the risk